
Cast of Characters

This strip is part of an ongoing project using autobiographical drawing to express, conceptualise and 
cope with my experience of living with multiple sclerosis. The first instalment was produced during a 
postdoctoral residency in UAL’s Archives and Special Collections Centre at LCC. Guided by the 
residency’s requirement to respond to work held in the archives, and my existing interest in stylistic 
ventriloquism, I produced two anecdotal stories that adopted graphic languages inspired by Mark Beyer 
and Ivan Brunetti. Perhaps paradoxically, drawing “in drag” as another cartoonist provided freedom to 
speak without restraint about some of the most challenging aspects of my illness.

In more recent work I’ve begun to address more directly my understanding of my still relatively new 
status as a “disabled” individual, and have incorporated aspects of my archival research that were not 
reflected in the earlier comic: the experiences and reflections of musician Lindsay Cooper and 
cartoonist John Hicklenton, both of whom suffered from MS.

If there is an argument here, it is that trauma is always experienced in relation to our social world. My 
coming-to-terms with illness – a process that, in the case of progressive disease, can never be 
completed – is reframed by my response to our current state of global ill-heath and to the experiences 
of two individuals who passed away long before I began this work. To ask whether Hicklenton’s horrific 
imagery here serves as a metaphor for personal pain or pervasive pandemic is to miss the point: we all 
experience both simultaneously.

Me (Underground Comix version (early Ivan 
Brunetti dodgy remix edition))

Also Me (Mark Beyer paranoid surrealist 
version)

John Hicklenton



NOT BAD. THIS IS A BIT “2001”, ISN’T IT. 

I SEE YOU’VE 
DONE THE PLACE 

UP FOR ME.

SO IF I TAKE THIS IT’S LIKE 
FEEDING A MONSTER. LAMB, JOINTS 

OF LAMB INTO THE CELLAR DOOR 
WITH CHAINS ON IT.



I’VE GOT A NICE 
MIDDLE-CLASS JOB 
SO I CAN CARRY ON 
BEING PRODUCTIVE 
FROM THE SAFETY 

OF MY HOME.

I KNOW IT’S 
PROBABLY 

EASIER FOR ME 
TO COPE WITH MS 
THAN IT IS FOR A 
LOT OF PEOPLE.




